
 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – December 6, 2020 
WEEK 2 MESSAGE: 
The Promise of Advent – Time to prepare the way 
 
Reading 1: IS 40:1-5, 9-11 
Reading 2: 2 PT 3:8-14 
Gospel of Mark: 1:1-8 
 
 
 

The Gospel of Mark  
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 
he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight his paths.” 
John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him and 

were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins.  
John was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts and wild honey. 

And this is what he proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming after me. 
I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Message Introduction 
 
Advent inspires us to be hopeful for the future. Advent tells us something special is about to happen. 
Prepare! Be watchful! Be alert! Journey with us in this season of peace, love, joy and hope for our 
December message series titled The Promise of Christmas – past, present and future. 
  
Anticipation builds with the Gospels of Advent. The prophesy of Isaiah will be fulfilled.  Mary’s yes will set 
into motion God’s plan to save the world.  The child born in a manger will become the king on the cross. 
That’s the journey of faith that begins in Advent. The Promise of Christmas awaits.  
 

Scripture Reflections 
 

For hundreds of years, the people were without a prophet – until John appears on the scene. They think the 
Baptist is the promised One, the one God’s people had been waiting for centuries. The promised One, the 
Messiah, was near. But it would take a while for people to see him, for them to find a path to Jesus.  
 

• Advent is all about …. time. Time to be alert! Be watchful!  
Time to wait. Time to prepare! Time to straighten up. Time to repent. 
The beginning of time. The in-between time … from Christmas to Easter to today. 
The reminder of the end of time … the Second Coming of Christ. 
Time for hope. Time for joy. Time for peace. Time for love. Which is it for you? 

 
• Advent is a time to be patient. Some say that God was patient with His people, giving them time 

and opportunity to repent.  Do you experience His patience with you? Are you patient with Him? 

 



 
• From the first reading, which is echoed by the Gospel, the message is to repent. 

o What are the valleys and mountains that you traverse, what ways need to be made straight 
for you to find a path to God?  

o Or perhaps, before you find your way to God, you must catch a glimpse of Him. What 
obscures your ability to see God – to set your gaze upon the horizon to catch the Light? 

 
LIVING THE GOSPEL – Walking in John’s sandals 

 
Mark’s Gospel opens like this: The beginning of the Gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Mark 
reminds us of the prophets Isaiah and Malachi and the last prophet, John the Baptist, who prepared the 
coming of Jesus. The point – this is the beginning of the Gospel, the Mission of Christ, that was promised 
since creation: the Good News of God, revealed by Jesus, did not suddenly come down from Heaven, but 
came from long ago, through history. And it has a precursor, someone who prepared the coming of Jesus.  
 

o In the story of your life, who showed you the way to Jesus?  Another way to consider the 
question: Who is your John the Baptist?  

 
John tells the crowd that a new baptism in the Holy Spirit will change them inside and out. “One mightier 
than I is coming”, John testifies. John had a power of sorts. Herod was afraid of what he could convince the 
crowds to do. He had the power to bring hundreds to the Jordan. Today, we might call him an influencer.  
 
Consider the John-Jesus relationship, in the context of our call as Christians. Jesus praised John as “a great 
man who had faithfully fulfilled his purpose” by Jesus.  

o What purpose do you seek to fulfill? What do you do to stay faithful to your calling?  
o In the prophet role, in the sandals of John, have you helped anyone to discover the Good News of 

Jesus Christ? Can you see how you channel your unique gifts for this purpose? Do you see the 
opportunity to do so this Christmas? 

 
LAUDATO SI CONNECTIONS – Time to Sing 

 
Advent draws out attention to God’s timing: one day, a thousand years, in the fullness of time.  Our 
Creator’s design of the universe began billion years earlier. The Holy Spirit that came to Jesus at his baptism 
"has been 'the Lord and giver of life' all along, even if it became manifest at that time. 
 
The universe is not static – and neither are we. Our ever-evolving lives call us to take the long view – learn 
from the past, navigate the present as if the future matters.  This is especially true as we live amidst multiple 
crises.  As advice on where to start – and how to cope - what do you think Pope Francis means 
when he says:  Laudato Si’ p244: “Let us sing as we go. May our struggles and our concern for 
this planet never take away the joy of our hope”? 
 

ADVENT PRAYER 
  

Lord, open my heart this Advent to hear your word. 
Renew me, comfort me, strengthen my trust in you. 
Help me to live in the promise of your faithful love, 

for You are my hope, my light and my salvation. Amen. 
 


